. ~, . y ) ’
, T ) . o DOCUI!ItVRBSU!l
ED 160 971 e y 2. ce 012 929
¢ AUTHOR Krasner. uillia-. And Others |
. TITLE : _Victimas of Rapg. .
. INSTITUTION National Inst. of uental nealth (DHEE), Bethesda,
v © M.
SPONS AGENC!;~ National Inst. of Mental Health (DHEW), Rockville,
v % . 7 md. Div. of Scientific .and ‘Putlic Info:lation.-
* BEEPORT NO Dnzw-anu-7e-u85 : . .
PUB DATE .. 77 . - Lo : -
GRANT . MH 231304 o Y
NOTE . 3%p.; Parts may be narginally legible due to print v
S quality . ¥
AVAILABLE FROM Superintendent of Doculents, U.S. Gove:nlent Printing 3
‘) ' Office, Washington, D.C., 20“02 (Stock no. ‘ '
017-02“-00683-1) - . o -y
. EDES PRICE ‘WF~$0.83 HC-$2.06 Flus Postage. T e
DESCRIPTORS »° Crimg; crimipal Law; *Emotional Experience. R ' b

. *Individual Characteristics; Medical'Serwvices; N
o _ s Police; *Rape;.Research Projects. *Social Attitudes. U-
- _‘*Social Serv/ggs o S e .

: ABSTRACT-' . o ' !
* A scientific, nultldisciplinary exalination of ‘the

oc1al and psycholog;cal effects of rape upon female victims is
prtesented, which is then?correlated with: (1) the circumstances that
surrounded the rape; (2). the victim's personality and social
adaptation beﬂbre she was raped; and (3) the support available from’
ogganizations ‘and people who were important to her. The évents that
occur as the, v;ctil passes through the criminal justice system and
the effécts that they have on her mental health and adjustment are:
also explore€d. Such va iables as age, race and income are focused

- upon, ag well as the problems, patterns, and details of rape for
child, adolesg nt, and adult victims. It is suggestaed :that the long
term effects Tape may be more important than the immediate ones,
‘and that further research be conducted to continue the process of

. denystltying the' meaning ‘of tape and its lultlfaceted impact on the
victinm. (Author/KA) o .

Q . .\ R . V_’ .y k - g LN 5

************ **************************‘*************** 200 o ol ook ok o ok ok ok kR ok

* . Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the test that can be made *

frcm the original document. *
*ttttttttttt*ttttttwtttttttt****tttt***¢*¢**¢****¢*¢****¢******tttttttt

' , o/ .




T 260-993 - 10w

37x200- 4
EXcree

/ 14

5 0171~ O,H 0&’@@3-; | a’;

Research Grgrft: MH 21304

/
/
Investlgator Joseph J. Peters, M. D ,A/
. Center for Rape.Concern . .
. Philadelphia General Hospital . J
. Philadelphia,qunnéylvania 19104 S

" Coinvestigators:. Linda C. Meyer, LA,

Nancy E. Carrol . \ S // ! /

Authors: William Krasner, Linda” C.- Meyer, and Nancy E/
Carroll ,

o

Date of Interview: September 1976

N
Mental Health Studies and Reports Branch -
Division of Scjentific znd Public Information
National Institute of Mental Health
5600 Fishers Lane C s . .
Rockville, M(aryland 20857 . - . S
N4
. . o "

. //"/_ : )

3 For sale by, the Supermtendcnt of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Oflice ~

" Washington, D.C. 20402
Stock No. 017-024-00683-1

3 -




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

- . _ o );\ \ o ‘, '
FOREWORD o e
86 -

Rape i8 one of t,hc comm(ineat 3 anes It has existed
& appeared in-all human socie-

throughout human history an
ties. It has been celebrated iu verse. drama, and pdintings—

the Sabine women, Leda and Lucrece, Blanche DuBois Dul-

cinea are only a few of the rathous victims. The fact that rape
so many poets, novelists, drama-

has engaged the attention ! s
tists, and artists’ attests to its intense emotional qualjty.

But the actual ugly, real-life tact of rape hiis rarely been
discussed openly until recent vears'when rapg—the unspeak-
able crime—has become a topic of muth discussion and de-
bate. :Several books®on the subject hate dppe(ued.‘m‘my

v~ making the ‘best- seller lists. Nevertheless. relatively little is
known (;bout this crime, its roots an@“’nts prevention. Rape is

still surrounded by myths and mh@c\neptlons and by such
outldgg disgust. and even

cgptrastmg emottons as- ferror,
‘Afmusement. But, if rape is to be prevent® angl controlled and

if its victims are to receive the most effectiye treatment, it
.must be brought-out of the realm of: emotional outery. and*.’
made the subject of dispassionate inquiry. 'I‘he light of scien-

tific research must be focused pn it.
ecent Fedéral legislation gives, explicit 1enogmt10n to

the/ged for research ‘on rape. In 1976, Congress authorized

the establishment of a National Center Prevention and
Control of Rape to be established within the National Insti-

tute of Mental Health (NIMII). Social concerns of the femi-
nist movement and ofhm' political dynamics were the driving
forces belind passage of the Act. The Center has four main
areas of responsibility: rescarch support ahd resgarch-

information dissemination, develop-

demonstration projects,
ment and distribution of training materials, and prov1snon of

technical assistance hmugh consultation and conferénce. The

rm

need for services is clearly large, and hevon(l the resources
now available to the Centex . ,
National. Center,.

Even .before the! thdhllshmcnt of the N

the NIMH supported research projects on-rape. One of them—

the Phila(lclphid Assault Vietim Study—is dgsulbe(l in this
I'he research is only one example

report on “Victims of Rape.”

of the beginnings of a compréhensive national program on

problems associated with preventing and treating rape.

Jertram S, Brown, M,D.
Director * -
National Institute of Mental Health

N
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Victims of Rape

‘ : ’

L Désplte folklore, dlrty Jokes and common misconcep-

tions, rape 1s.nob an erotic sexual act. It is a brutal act of
“subjugation; and it is the trauma of subjugation that ac-

. counts for mich of the victim’s suffering. Penile-vaginal con-

tact, accompli-shed by force or threat, can be just as humilia-

- ting and degradmg as oral or anal intercourse accomphshed )

" by the same means. v

This is a major conclusion of the 27-month Philadelphia
Assault Victim Study, funded by the NIMH, and conducted by
the Center for Rape Concern (CRC) at Philadelphia General
Hospital FQPGH) The prméxpal\nvestlgaton was «the late
Joseph J Peters, M.D.,- a psychiatrist. Linda C. Meyer,
M.A,, and Nancy E. Carroll were comvestlgators The re- -
search spans the years 1973-75.

Few of the assault victims, accordmg to the gynecological
reports, suffered much pelvic,physical trauma; yet almost all
of the victims were emotionally traumatized. There were two .
major periods of crisis: First, the rape and the events imme-
“diately following its reporting—police interrogatig medical

-examination, and the rest. Second, if the rapl‘s;E'/:is caught -
and.identified, the grueling legal process, pessibly leading to
trial, began!‘donths or even years passed between the assau]t °
and the tridl where the experience was discussed and relived
before an audience of strangers.

Thesd esseﬂral facts about rape and-its meanmg to the
victim would seem, with only a little réflection, to be rather
obviouk. Yet they do not fit the common or even the legal
stereotypes about rape and its victims. “How can you thread
a moving needle?” goes the joke. The answer is quite simple:

w ‘ - 1
-
[
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If.‘the “needle” is human and in threat of being beaten or .
maimed, it will propably stay still. “Did she enjoy it?”" There .
are many women among rape victihs who enjoy ‘consensual
intercourse, but that is net what rape fs. “¥fshe is promiscu-

* ous, one more should no{pmétter‘_much." A knife at the throat
can be just as traumatid to an experienced. prostitute as to a
convent-raised virgin, and she has just as anuch right to treat-
.ment, justice, and protection. . S

/. Philadelphia General Hospital, where the study was con- -

/ ducted, is an ancient, huge, municipdl hospital. (It is now .
closing, and the Center for Rape. Concern is moving.) Public
hospitals must:take cases that private hospitals and physi-
cians refuse or refer. For this reasofi and far legal reasons
(rape is a crime, and the police are to be notified) , rape
cases were routinely referred to PGH. The CRC was originally
formed in 1970 in response to the increased need to provide
services for. these victims. The research project, designed to
assist in the development of a comprehensive social service
model, was a-direet outgrowth of this need.” ~o.

Scope and Focus : . St

Specifically, the Philadelphia Assault Victim Study at.

CRC was funded to study: g :
1.: The social and psychological effects of rape upon female
victims. These effects were then to be correlated with:
(a) the circumstances that surrounded the rape :
(b) the victim’s personality and social adaptation ‘before
she was raped, and ' .
(c¢) the support available from organizat}ons and people
who were important to her .o
2 The events as the victim passes through the criminal
justice system, and the effccts that they have on’ her
mental health and adjustment! S

From the beginning, the investigators realized that the -
study would have to_.be multidisciplinary. The act of rape
could not he separated from its social, psychological, and legal
C\nsequences which, accm'din’;,r to the report of the investiga-
tors, included: ' * :

Voo .

;. social reactions and values as witnessed by the'wide ranges in’
punishments; the anger it evokes on the part of the public; the shame,
guilt;"and the burden of proof the victim has in Some instances been
forced to bear; and the stigmatizing of both offenders and occasionally
victi’t‘ns. . 3 )

/ However, in 1972, when this study was formulated, little
research into the social and psychological effects of rape had
been conducted. The psychiatric literature relie® on the sub-

. jective recollections of individual victims. often long after

Il
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" the fact Other studles concentrated on police repox‘ts To'
maintain a balance, the CRC sought to bring in the responses

of individuals representing a wide. variety qf interests. In the
opinion of the researchers,. the study required thesperspec-
~ tives of psychlatnsts, socnal workers, psycholegists, socielo-
- gists, crxmmologlsts attornbys and phys:clans (most often
gynecologists) ;
The study ‘'used a broad deﬁmt),oill'l of rape that went far
béyond “penetration” t¢ emphaslze the 1mportance of force
.'and subjugation. It included: .

’ <

. mtercourse, cunmlmgns fellatw, anal’ intercourse, and any in-
trusion of any part of anotherls body or any object. mampulated by the
other into the genital or anal opening of the vietim’s body, or the
intentional touching of the victim’s sexual parts by another when this
was. acqomphshed by force, or thlmt ot folce, or dgainst the victim’s

will. . ’ ) v

-~

The study 1.nclude(1 dIl 1.1pe nctnms brought to PGH by'

the police and all those who came wm}then own.. Since. the
police were aware-of almost all victims who came Voluntarily
to PGH, there are few unreportedeccases. In the years covered
by the reseasch, &971 victims were seen'at PGH: 863 in 1972,
1,039 iri 1973, 1,084 in.1974, and 985 in 1975. How many rapes

were unreported, why the victims did not report them, and -

how' they differed from those who did report are not defini--

-

tively known at this time. There were and still are no reliable -

- estimates of the total number of rapes in Philadelphia.

A survey conducted jointly by the U.S. Bureau of the

- Census and the Law Enforcement Assistance Admmmtrat)on,
called, Crime ip the Nationis Five Largest, Cities. gives an

) mklmg. It estimated some 1,800 rapes of females gver 12 in
Phlladelphna in 1972. During the period covered, 646 victims
in this age group came to PGH emergency room, approxi-
mately 40 percent. In the opinion of the CRC staff, the Census
and LEAA figure is not large enough. Buf; \Wex the total,
it is certain that a large number of. rape v ctims refuse for
their own varied reasons to ‘report -the matter {o the
authorities.

Altogether, durm{: the peno(] of %tudy, 1,401 rape in-
stances were recorded and the _victims examined. The total
number of persons is less because about 25 victims reported
being raped on two separate occasions. s .

" When a victim was seen at PGH, a report was forwarded
within 24 hours to CRC. Medieal 1ecord§ were also supplied.

'In most case;s social workers* were dqélgx{ed to interview the
victims and 4 collect, the data that made up much of the

study.
Not all v1ctm;§ were mternewed B their homes were
outside of the city of Phlladelphra they were not41nterv1ewed
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“Soing. were dropped’ because of a too heavy ‘case load.. There
‘was a sizable number* of unsuccessful contacts—rvictims who ,
*. could not be reached by telephone, who did not answer their (
mail, who were not home-whenever the social worker called, ™
who rr‘loved and left wo forwarding address, ‘or who Tefused.
_ 40 be interviewed: Any victim ot her guardian had the right .
‘o refuse to take part in the study. Eighty-did refuse. Childrer -
.';‘made up a disproportionate part of the refusals. - \
’ Of the total of those whe reported to PGH, 611 were
unsuctessful contacts, leaving 790 actually cgvered who wer
interviewed. This figure is doubly distilled: tie: pontion ofs
Jthose willing .to report the rape who were also willing, and .
.available,. to be interviewed. - ' ™
- Some of those not contacted weére not available because
they .feared retribution frofh the rapist, community censure,
or ‘more’ of what they might have considered trouble -from
th& medical system or the police. Comparison of those who
, participated and those who did riot reveals few fundarental
* differences in marital or socioeconomic status, in the relation- "’
. ship between offénder-and. victim, in the degree of traduma, or
“in the- presence of, spermatozoa. There was a difference of a
few percentage points in race. A slightly larger percent of .
‘blacks were willing to be intefviewed (79 percent of those !
. willing as compared with.75.4 percent. of the total), but this ]
differénce is nosgreat enough to-keep the findings from being [
representative of .the entire sample of 1,401. " .
* * The victims deternfingd the content of.the questionnaires.
After many victims had_asked questions an discussed their ]
problems and'\;orriqs, the items whiche 2eeme most important ° /‘,
to them were included.. The social workers concentrated omn
the details and the facts of the xape, on how the victim inter- /
actediwith the medical .and legal systems, and on her personal -/’ ,
adjustment. The -psychiatric research intérview. focused on i’
- her overall psythosexual development and her psychological /
" response to the rape. Both types’ of interviews tried to’assess
her pre-rape briertations and adjustments as predictions oij
her reactions to thé imcident. e
) The- Centger found that yictim§ may go through several
. stages of adjustiment.which depend ot only on the individual, .
‘but on the responses -of others!*Thus, the Cénter decided to ..
conduct four interviews during the year follpwing the rep(;‘rt '

to PGH : the first within .5 days; then at 3].7,_3nd 11 ;nont#hs.’ '

.

»~
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who Reports.and Why? . 1SR SR
~ Why people do mot réport rapes and the partictilaj‘e of T
those rapgs may newer be known. Those who do not rfeport T
may have similar thibitions,\hu‘t their re‘isojs fo&,-iep7rt~ing
. ' . ) ANV L .,
PES T B AP S
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. outwLeigh their fear Stxongest among these redsons is the.
drefjlre, and of.en’ e need, for medical treatment,: comfort,~
support. Of the 634 victims asked yhy they reported, 38

- percent (241) stited that they wanted help and solace—physi-, . -

cal, emotional, or rhedical. Many of thoge who have money
sought the same help or- support through pnvate physxcnans
or other private sources,in ordeér to avoid reperting®to the -
police and risking barrassment or publicity. Phe -poor had.
much less choice; if hey wanted help Tﬁe\ had to go to. PGI-f
‘and that*meant polife attertion. {

Other major yéasons given for reporting were associated
with the desire to take the rapist off .the street, either to”
ensuye punishments (23.3 pericent), or to’ keep hin? fxom x)ap
ing again (30. 7 percent). '

. Fgar' of retaliation by the rapist is ()ften pubhcal]y .
tendered as a strong reason for not reporting. Of the 197
victims, Who said they had considered not reporting, less
than 20 percent (39) said their pmm(lrv;eason was this fear.
“Of t}w? 768 victims who talked to their social wor}(exs about
“their fe};; of retalintion, slightly, more than 20 percent "ex-
pressed strong fears and 66 percent said they had some fear.
Yet these victims went ahead and reported the crime ‘Jf fearj‘
‘of*retaliation is such a strong deterrent, wh\ did it not‘deter
these victims? More significant reasons for secrecy may be
embafrassment, fear pf what the family might say or do, fear
of skepticism and suspicion, a desive not to cause trouble, and
a desire for privacy. : 4 s

Sometimes the victing has. httle cholce particularly/1
cases of child rape. Sometimes’ parents or friends will. ]l
the police, or neighbdrs, hearing a, distarbance, will gall. -

The figures are skewed hemme certain groups such as/
A\mn\ Hispanies, Italians, and Indiamws in.Philad ?phia seem
to avoid reporting. Thev too are raped, though perhaps- at
different rates. Why theyv do not report, and ‘what they<d
about 1t can only be surmised.

It is (llfﬁ(.ult to quantify something as personal and in-
dividual gs rape. Fach rahe and ach vietim is different. Each
incident involyes a complexity of factofs, feelings, actions,
and reactions. l’hmv Ix no average rape, rapist. or rape vie-
tim. With these qualifications in mmd however, some quan—

tification, can be nhulu that has \Alue ) -
, L . > “

Age o : S/

'g R T r

The ages of the vietims in the study ranged from several
months to 81 yvears. .(The CRC now.reports.it has worked
with a 97 veay-old vietim.) The "-7\01:1;:0 age was slightly
less than 20. with 15 as the mo\t f;equent The reported
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-ported-to PGH were disproportionately teenagers,‘\’l‘hiS fna}}&

<per 10,000 white women:

rapes, as noted, were not thé majority of 'thg vapes in Phila-
«delphia. $Still, thky do indicate that the rape victims that re. _
also be true of rape victims in general, although no E\ge is safe. -

- This age disparity. becomes dramatically evident when
the rape victims are compared with the geﬁg}ral population. Of
all those reporting, 12.3 percent, were 14701 15, the ages of
greatest frequ&lcy;,but only 3.3 percent of all females in
Philadelphia are thosej ages. Similarly, only 7.9 peréemt of .
the total population ranges from 16 to '.ZO,dejt glmogt 25 perr
cent of the reported rape victims webe in this age group. On
the other hand, 37 percent of dll Philadelphia women ‘ate 45
or older, but represept only 4.6 percent of the icpox't,ing rape

~

vietims. C
4 " .

Race . .

~ Race of the wictims shows an even greater disparity.
Three times as many black women reported rape as whitgs ™«
yet there ard almost twice as.mdny white womep in Phila- 2

N

‘delphia §s black. - . .
Undoubtedly figures and -péreentages would be “altered
slightly if the um'epg,rtcd rapes could be ‘included. There are
more white women Wwho can afford private, physitians and
px'i\‘lacy. Nevertheless, black . women v_;n'C/victimize-d dispro-
portionately more frequently. The rape rate can be cal-
culated at 28 victims pek 10,000 black- women Jo 4.8 vic‘tims .

’
e : .
v © ) , - ,

Determiﬁatiop of sociopconomic status was difficult, but,
‘aceording to informatimi on the census tyacts in which vie-

“tims resided. the.majority” of vicfims lived in low-income .

areas. This fact and the Mgher percentages of ablalcl_{s\were
consistent, The. poor. who wanted medical attention had no |
option bt to go to*PGH. To many. reporting was unpleasant .
but préferable to having l'lntreatvd‘iryjm"ie.\z : ’
jut. enumeryting the hackghound . facts ang statistics
about rape victims in general i% of limited usefulness. There
are, however,logical age groups into which thé victims fall
that are .dis¥inct in _several Chal'&ttel’istkl‘cs. The problems,
patterns, and details of rape vary sutliciently betwéen child,
adolescent, and adult victims  to guetify studying them’

-

/sep('zratel_\'.

Most of the f_igur"es‘that follow. come t'x';)in a preliminary
-data” amalysis of d sample of 369 of the victims.-rathéar than
the total of 790 interviewed. These data are repres ntative .

of the-findings on the total sample. _ : o

X v . “T D . -
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The Child Victim  * - - | LN e
-Background \ o7 s v
Children, especially young children (even infants have
been raped), seldom report to the police or to PGH on thei
own. Qf¥en they o, not quite realize what has happened.
_ ¢+ When séen at PGH or'-interviewed‘m;}the social worker, one
or more adults, usually the mother, were present. Most-back-
ground and family inforination was su pliit(i.})y an adult. If
- passible, the, child’ was seen algne for g portfon of the inter-
view, par'ticﬂarly jbr t}3e psyc/lliat;'ic ; xamination,
The',preliminary sample “included Y64 children.: They
ranged in dge from™2 to 12; the average age was closé to 8,%
-but- the most frequenf, age was 12. About 82 pergent of the
children were nonwhi%e, close to 18 percent were w te. '
. Most often the child lived with the mqther -(84.4percent) ;
- the\father. lived at the home only 36 percent of the time.
Ine r half the cases, the family received.public assistance.
At the time of rape,;about thiee-quarters of the victims at-
N\tended school., The majority received average or good giades
" ingschool; most got along well in,school orwwith& frie-n'ds;' few
* had behavieral pioblems such as truancy or running away
.~ from home. Few belonged 49 orkganizations; generally they
went to school, then came home and played with”dther chil-
dren in the streets’ There were n® redsons to think of t}}em‘as
an abnormal group in any way. ‘
S . ..
The Rape‘/- e U
. Thévbrutal rape<of 2 child can- and does cause more out-,
rage than.pqrhabs any dther crime. But brutality i not typi- -
. cal of child rhpe (unlike rapes of adolescents or adults), and,
as a resultl ghost #exual assaults of children are neglected or
_discounted. ‘When the child is badly harf, it is the “child
abuse” rather than the rape that genérally attracts the atten-
tion of the Authorities. The sexuadl damage is seldom physica],
seldom overtly visile: " - ot
* Thé children do not suffer brutality in large pant because
. they can be induced to submit to sexual advances by promiSes,
candy, or arders from an authoritarian adult—perhaps a-
father - figure—whose wishes fhey are not accustomed to Te--
fusing. The child may desire to please: she may be sworn to -
silence. . S : ‘ ~ .
“A.favirite viH’a‘in in the media. despised even by crimi-
‘nals, is the child molester hanging around candy store§ and
schoolyards. Actually, little giglg,are many times (80 percent
of the total) more apt to be raped: by people they know:l}A

A
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5 percent -by.a fa‘ther or brother, 18 percent by another relattve,
- 29 nnerlent by fmends, ahd 30 percent by acqua.mtances
. Usually the Tapist is 10 or more yegrs older.”CHild: mng)s qnly
-12. 7 percentrmterraclal ~ - O
o Many of the other elements commonly assoclated w1th ~
® rape do not apply to child rape’ ‘Almost two-thirds of the time,
the rape 13( committed during dayhght or dusk, the largest’
percentage (56 percent) between nood and 8 p.m. Children  «-
are most often assaulted.in. unsupervnsed ro_ut1ne activities," ’
‘such as playing odtside or coming hompe from “school. O the
other hand,-abeut a third of rapes occurred’between
and midnjght, when the child was attacked by someon 9})
posedly carmg for her, such as a babysitter.
. " The mc1dents, @8 the cc.hlldren described them,- were
.usually of short dyration, oc drred: mostly, indoors (35 per-
-, cent at home, 21.7 pereent in the offender’s home—which is
* “hardly surprising, considering the- degree of acquaintance).
: Tempting was used in almost 25 percent of the cases. A .
o fatfer offered his f-year-old daughfer new clothes, for
instance. “If 1 didn’t do it, he’ ‘wouldn’t have bought me any'"
‘Two adolesdent boys offered a 3-year-old sunflower seeds, then -
'attempted intercourse. In mahy caseg, the” oﬁ'ender unp‘ly
told the little girl “I have somethmg that is’ gomg t make ’
~ you feel real good ™ v :
. Coercion-wag used in ‘over 31 percent of the cases, ‘Man'y
‘vietims said they were threaténed with harm. Often the.child
was told that if she did not submit, the oﬁ'ender avould harm
younger broth 'S Or sistery present.
Application of actual physical force was less frequent
‘for children than for the other grougk. No force at all was
used Ma.over 54.percent of the incidents, Roughness, such as
pushing or shoving, was present in 30. 5 percent; 16 percent
of the victims were beaten_ by means -such as. slapping, but’
not brutally. Oniy, 13.6 ercent reported actual brutality: 8.5.
percent slugglng, k1ck1 g, beating, and e l}ke ahd 5.1 per--~
- cent choking or gagging.. \l‘e T ,
* . The definitiens of rape are.very pertinent, in evaluating
child molestation. Only 86.7 percent of the children were .
subjeéted to what most people, and the law, consider rape:
forced penile-vaginal .intercourSe. '(This compares with 86.4
. ercent o1 adulf, rapes.
éroeordmg to the chlldren, fondling .or~care..ing occurred
most 30 percent of the time, penile- vaginal -contact without
penetratlon almost 20 percent, nd »fal intercoyrse or contact
"@6 percent. Incidénce of recta/L tercourse was 11:4 percent.
(This was highest of any group, but could have been in error,
since children have difficulty distinguishing between aginal
and rectal contact.) Other sexual acts, such as mastur‘mtmn,

/
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occurred in’ almost 20 percent of the cases. Repeated inter-
i:)chﬁse was least frequent as reported by children who came to
ﬂ(A sensitive questionnaire' given to 99 of the victims re-
'~ fifted the figures further: manual penetration in 16 children;
Penile-labial- contact without penetration .in 26: fondling of
. the child in 17: and formdling by the child in 3. Significantly,
the child in most cases did not .really know what was taking *
place sexually’ and was confused about whether or not it was
wrong. J ; "
These figires are in accord with the other evidence that
the child had often been molested or assaulted by someone
close and well known, who had considerable authority or-
prestige. Except when actual intercourse oceurred, physical
dam S not so great as for an adult, perhaps not even”
but the emotional damage may be’ significant,

was supposed tg rkspect.

2" Tn large part, this will depend on. the re-
, sponses of Hose close to her, ineluding school and neighbor-
hood friend$, piit particularly her tfamily. How.the policg and
the criminal Mustice system respond ma¥ also leave scars. .
‘Usually, those responses seem to be based on misunderstand-
ings about child rape, the victim’s reactions. and confusion
about whether or not the offender should be reported. Fur-
ther, children have a tendency to blame themselves for things
that happen to then thdatv seem “bad.” particularly when they
cause strong reactions in"m'th '$; this too may influence their
responses, including whether Hr not tgey Peport the incident.

Reactions to Rape’

At the turn of the 20th eentury. Sigmund Freud pub-
lished his finding that many yvoung children had suffered
sexual molestation and that thesc experiences had had trau-
matic effects on later psvchosocial development. In ““The
Aetiology of Hysteria” he stated that .= . at the bottom of
every case of hystegiu. there are one or more occurrences of
premature sexual cxperienees. . L

This conclusion was so unpalatable to the people then
‘(and. for that matter, now) that it caused a considerable
uproar and general rejection. Later the great pioneer him-
self backed away slightly from his uri‘ginal position, stating
that many of the molestations might have been fantasied
and his followers, after 1924, put most of the emphasis on
fantasy, apparently with some relief. Later. Joseph J. Peters,
as a result of his private practice and .his work with agsociates,

. , 17 0
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in the CRC, was able to document the instances of reported

childhood assault as too seldorn, not too often, fantasied.
The CRC study is about. victims, not rapists; but the

characteristics of the offenders are a major determining

factor in response. As Peters has written:

~ In terms of a pattern, it is the same: the emotionally dependent
man, the domineering dr managing wife; withdrawal of the wife from
an increasingly frustrating relatibnship. .- . The husband then begins
drinking and sexually molests an accesgible little girl, usually someone
over whom he exercises authority, and who is unlikely to reject him.

In over half of the cases of the PGH sex offender pro-
gram at CRC, the assault occurred while the offender was
drinking. Over half of the child victims reported that the
adult promised favors and that they thought he would not
hurty them. The long-term effects, however, may be much
greater thdn seemed probable at the time of the offense. The
study at PGH, with"its 3., 7-, and 11-month followup-inter-
views, could not measure these long-term changes. Primarily,
“what was measured was the absences of response, due to
the need of the mothers to minimize the severity .of the
sexual assault.” - .

As a result of these factors, child victims showed fewer
apparent effects of the rape than did adolescent or adult
vietims. Only 11 percent said they did not “‘feel safe’’ where
they lived, although the families considered moving in 25
percent of the cases. Still, 31 percent had difficulty in sleep-
ing, with nightmares in 20 percent of cases. Twenty percent
ate less, a third showed negative feelings for all men, includ-
ing those they knew. Almost one-half were more afraid of
being out in the streets, and a full 10 percent stoppe}izgoing :
to sfhool altogether. The major measurable changes occurred
immediately after the rape. Subsequent home visits, during
the year theé case was followed, showed little change, unless
the offender remained in the home with the child.

A much longer period of corisistent observation is neces-
sary to understand the effects of child rape and reasons for,
this apparent low level of immediate response. CRC staff

_“providing services to victims of rape have'found the following

responses:

Social withdrawal

Self-punitive behavior, including self-reproach and guilt
Imagined aggression and aggressive fantasies
Excessive dependence, ineluding clinging to mother
Projection of fear and sadness

Dissocidtive behavior and distractibility

Repression, denial of feeling

Loss of self-esteem

Lying and clowning
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10. Worry, fear, nightmares, enuresis
11. Compulsive washing

12. Interest and fascination with—and fear of—the offender '
13, Psychosexual regression

If this amoeunt of reaction COuld be determined m the’

short period of the study and subsequeht service, then the
broader picture of the long-term effects of child rape surely
requires—and would justify—consistent and close followup.
rom Freud’s studies to the present, case-history material
" indicates that the traumatic effect of child rape extends into
-adulthood. These data provide a good c4tartmg point for study
of long-term effects ,

~

The Adolescen(t Victim

Background . - i ,

The mple of adolescent girls was 1‘)1" t;venly dis-
Moughout the age range 13 to 17. Nonwhites were
presented: 84.2 percent black to 15.8 percent white.
More frequently than the child or adult victims, the adoles-
cents were poor and disadvantaged: 12.7 percent came from
poverty areas, compared to 6.5 percent for all other victims;
42 .percent of the families received public assistance. The over-
whelming majority Yved with the mother (87.6 percent),
and only about one-third lived with the father. Most house-
- holds were large, including an average of two other siblings.
Some included children from other families; eight included
the victims’ own children.

Adolescents had more behavior problems than the other
vietims. Thirty percent had- been truants, 35 percent had
been in fights, 23 percent had run away, 19 percent had had
trouble with the police, and 7 percent had béen in gangs. A
large percentage had sought or received counseling or therapy -
services. Only abouf 15 percent were not going to school \when
the rape occurred. Most said they got along well with Wheir
classmates. Forty-one percent said they did not get al
with others in the nelghborhood and 45 percent had urrswtl L
factory relations with their families.

This is a fairly high level of maladjustment. Of the 47
girls interviewed by psychiatrists, many had had problents
with sexual relationships and with sexual adjustment prlor
to the rape. Only 17 'percent had not had some social experi-
ence in dating and parties with boys; 55 percent had had
intercourse before the rape—70 percent of these by age 14.
Almost two-thirds reported little sexual mtlsfactlon A quar-
ter had had previous problems in relation to males—fear
of ‘males, excessive dopendenc’e and the like. Seventeen
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‘be{eu sexually assapltedebefore the
{ to :«CRC; in almost one-fourth- of
as the current rapisty

o , .

The Rape . i &

oIt _unfor unatefthat the normal and.desirable deveiop-

. ~mental tendendies ofadolescen(.e——the loosening” and testing
of family cpntgols, tie reaching out for new identities, ideals,
experiences and frignds among peers, the challenge of the .
new, and thetesting of limits—should make. the/teenage girl -
particularly yulnergble to force and assaunlt,

* Typically, thefgirls were raped on wcekend§, after dark-

(55 percen ot the time), and away from home, often at a )

social affaiy. Morgover, the rape %equence (from [first "act "of » *
, Aaggression juntil ghe left the aggr eSROL' s presence) was longer
. than for childrerf o adnlts: Over 47 “percent took longer than
amr hour, while’ Igss than 18 percent lasted under 15 mmutes/ /
Gang rapel werg most common for this age group:

Only 15 peCent were riped in their own homes, unhke N\
other. rape victfms. The, incident occurred in the offender’s
home 19.3 percefit of the time and 21, pereent in someone else’s
home, A car wis ; the location 10 percen? of the-time. Aban-
doned bm{dmg -were used (often for gang upeq) in 84
percont of the ihcidents.

) Adoledeentsisuffered more tmw than children} but legs~
“than adulty. Actual physical force occurred in MO per-
cent: vrough\pess Jholding or pushing) in 57 percent, slapping
almost 20, percent. brutal beating 16.7 percent, and choking
or g:?mg H percent.s Tempting was used in about 23 per- .
cent.threatsiin 46.3 percent, ph\\l(&’]/htlml(]dtl()n about 30

. percent, and mhmxdau(m with a weapon 25.6 percent, -

. For 86.4 'percent of the cases, penile vaginal iftercourse
wis reported, \1 mu(h higher percentage 'thdn reported by «
children. Fellatio otécurted in about 6 percent, cunnilingus
about 5 perceni, rectal intercourse less than 1 percent, fond- ¢~
ling dnd caressing in 11 percent. and penile-vaginal contact
without penetration in 4.2 percent. Retlecting the longer time 3
and the general gature of adolescent rape, in 18. 5 percént of
the incidents there were repeated acts of mtercourqe by the /(
same offender.

An adolescent is more likely to be victimized by more
than one-attacker. The average number.of uttackers for each
rape was 2.7, as compared with 1.5 for adults: 16 percent ~
were agsaulted by 7 or mare offenders; and in 28 cases, othér

persons who did not assault the raped girl were present. . .

, Gangs are part of the teenage subcultufe in some neigh- )
~ borhoods; ‘and the adolescent victims s, were more often in-
127 s N\ -
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volved with (m(l victin such gangs, Gang rapes are
)often part of a gang ir‘; rite ‘called a “train” which
is ‘planned in advance ires victims. Some victims
are recruited by the femin: ooabers of the gang and, on some
fals® pretext, are Brought to the “train”; others may be
.8elected -because. through superior achievement ‘ot outside
activities, they may. seem to be rising above théir peers and,
therefore. have to be humbled. In one particularly disturbing
*\ ‘episode, a black teenager who had won a music scholarship
“.that included travel abroad and attendance at a school outside
*hér nenghbmhuml was set up for a “train” to put her in her
place. " In other cuses, gang rape may serve recruiting pur-
. buses; vitims may Join the gang to avoid other sexual
assaults’
Adolescents are raped by their known peers: Over three-
“quarters of the sample were raped by someone within 10
2 years of their own age. In only 383 percent of the cases ‘'was
the attacker u total ~1x mgeer. In about half of the incidents,
casual acquaintances or tfriends were the attackers. Family
members  (usually the father or steptiather) were involved
in 5 percent of those repioried. .

Peers were generallv of the ame racek And only 5.8 per-
eent, of the rapes were interracial as compared with 21.4
percent for adults.

In sum. adalescent victims and offenders are usyally
from the Samye homogeneou- group. from the same neighbor-
hood.  acquatnted. and peer<. Frequently  the rape oceurs
in the course of uccepted sociemnteractions such as parties,
The offender escalites the occasion into an attack which may
be violent. "'l‘\'pi("ill\' the wirl 1~ reaching out for friends and
gets into_gusituation that i< ont of h'v"; control. For example,
one girl \kl{l{)(‘l school with o few voung people for.what she
th()ught would o afternoon of talkfand fun aid went with
them' to scmeone's house There the bovs asked her’to have
sex withthem When <he did not agree " he was dragged into
a bedroom, and T ot them raped her. \

.Reactions to Raj+

The adolescent pgirts e not nnl} vulnerable physically,
but particularly vulnerable emotionally and psy chologically as
well. Rape. gecording o the resewrchers, can thergﬁmo have

s traumatic etfects: -

& traumatic ot b . ///

The adolescent who o o d v operienoe this u%'k at u time when
she is involved ddes o oo il o tryeng to maintain a steady self-

' oagneept and ot an andependent soctal role of identity while
undergoing  subatantial physiolorrnl changes and intrapsychic re-
~organization. -

Ty .
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Aftpr %he has been brutally subjugated, where is her
indepen@ncé? Where is her ability to choose and control her ., -
destiny® How ¢an she be open and aceepting? She may well

- ask hérself these.questions, as well as two final, even, more
dampging ones: What is love worth? What is she ‘worth now
as & marriage partner? L s

: He-;‘ility to cope with-the impact of ‘th¢ rape will de-
pend o number of things, including maturity, -earlier " .

neurotic and developmental prxoblems, and ‘her ability “to
establish herself as a person before the jrape. The help or
hindrance she gets from tliose around her will also strongly
influencg her ability to adj,igst and to proceed ito normal adult-

Often-the early adolescent will regress, turn away from
her peers—particularly the more sexually experienced friend

- who might have betrayed her—and retreat‘f'to the protection
of hér family. Not trusting herself, she may lack confidence
and spontaneity; she may consider—herself dirty and con-.
taminated, a dirt that cannot pe relieved by treatment or
showers},,f and she may worry aboyt vencreal disease and preg-
_Nancy.long after the danger is ppst. | - .

' The girl in later adolescence\may have alreafly achieved ~
some ﬁdjustment to physical change, firmér and more reward-
ing relationships with boys, gnd more independence from- Ker
Parents. She may face the rape /more realistically and thus’
make re appropriate adjus'tn/]ent'gs.v She may be ready to
‘go ahé:g, on a trial-andierror/ basis, to deal with fellow
adolescents and her parents. If helps if -she has good sup-
port from people who are important to her. The adolescent
who is rigid or narcisgistic, however, will have more self-
Aoubts and depression and will have a more difficult post-
rape adjustment. _ Eoed ‘ .

" Changes reported at thel(zti'me \%f\;he first home visit »

v

a

emphasized increasing insect ity amd distrust. Over one-
quarter felt more cautious: about one-eixhth felt that ethers
blamed her for the rape. There were 'substantial changes in
eating and sleeping habits, usually toward less of each, close
to 40 percent in each category. About one-quarter, had more’
nightmares. Fear and negative feelings showed Suhbstantial - ’
ihcreases: Over one-third of the ~tims showerd negative
“feelings toward known' men. ot a half teward male
strangers. Over 56 percent had more fear of being alone in the
streets ;¥but home did not provide much escape either, since
over one-quarter became more afraid of staving home alone.
About 7 percent had.dropped out of school after the rape.
Over 20 percent said that &amily relations had worsened, but
. about 17 percent said that they had improved. :
Over half of the victims had reduced their social activities,
o
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with{ 40 percent reporting worsening heterosexual relation-
ship8. Of those who had had sexual relationships before the
rape, half of the adolescents reported. that these relation-
shrps had deteriorated. Of those adolescents who saw a psy-
chlatnst many reported that the sexual conflicts, fears, and
mh1b1t10ns that they felt might interfere with their future
>married or sex lives had increased. ™

All these factors emphasize the interplay f long-term re-

"sponses and effécts on the victim and her life tyle. It is much
too easy and misleading to discount the efflects of the rape
based on first impressiong hrst interviews, or the report
the gynecologist or exami ysici:
7%/;3 undamaged. In sum. lop2Mange 1e¢;
1 \

‘More sustained unvest, |

run away
+2.. Increased sleep distur b‘mees mcludmg nightmares
. More intense and specific feays and phobias *
j Interference with normal }n‘ltmdtmn and p%ychosexual

>'  development : /
5. Evidence, psy(hnloglcal]y, ()t retreat or regression, such
" ag avoidance of complex activities. difficulties in conceén-
trdtig‘g and-the use ()f learned skills. and dulling of creatﬁve
effort . -
These symptoms plus mpeated traumatic (mx1ety mﬁy re-
cur or bhe reinforced by cburf appearances aml the sight of
the offender during legal proceedings and frial. . ®

Y
The Adult Victim

It is the Adult victims that most peop]e associatd, with
the word “rape.” The act is violent, the participants are alone,
the rapist is a stranger, and penetration occurs,

?

T

to"the desire to escape orﬁ/‘

-

Background ‘ g
The age range of 0t victon. -
years in the sample of 1ol in the stud, mean age, howf R
ever, was 28; the medlan was even low 23): and the mpst

frequent age (15 percenit) whs 18, Abou . .ree-quarters of the
women were nonwhite. '

At the time of rape. 51 percont were single, 22 percent
“were married. and the rest were separated, widowed, oy
divorced. Onlyv 12 percent lived alone, 27 percent fived with
their mothers. 10 percent with their fathers, 32 percent with
‘at. least one son, 29 percent w ith at least one daughter, and
7 percent lived with a roommate. P

About one-third of the adults ‘worked., I‘hl'ee~quartérs of -

- the married women had emploved husbands. Althcugh 41.5

~
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_percent received public igxsustance adult victims were usually
"better off financially than the adolescent victims. About 35 per-
cent had co’mp]eted high school, 13.5 percent*had had at least
1 year of co]]e};e and about 23 percent had received 'vocational
training. Fewer than 10 percent, of, the ‘women were still
students. ,f' . '

_Adult victims had fewen problems. Behavnor problems _
were not/so frequent with adlilts as with the adolescents and
were seldom recént. Mest of the CRC samp]e reported that
_they got along well or very ‘well with friends at work or schoal,
“although 35 pe.rcent said they did not g 3 along with nenghbors
very well. But they did get albng with*neighborhood friends,
with families, husbands, and boyfriends. '

o About 36 percent said they had had plevious contact with
mental health workers befoie the rape; but this figure must
be interpreted carefully. The adoTescents «l]%() had a kigh rate
of gontact. o

AXter the rape, 63 women Lecelved a psychiatric exam-
ination. They were comparable to the entire sample -(in race _*
and type of rape). This examination showed some past hlstory
of, psychosexual trouble. In-the psychiatyists’ judgment, over i.

~ 41 percent had had pxob]ems in heteroyexual relationships be-
fore the rape. Sexual conflicts were recortled jn about 43 per-
‘cent: difficulty in maintaining a relationship, inhibitions, and ; .
mvo]vemen,t in-abusive relationships. Twenty-four of the 184 ‘\’
had been sexually asggulted at least once before the rape; but
in only ene case was%w offender the same. These sexual fae-
tors may .play a role in the eventual n-dd]lutment of + nlts
(and ddo]escents)

y The Rape lncudent : - -

. The mature woman was most f)equentlv “assaulted on
" weekends, but the rapes were more evenly distributed through-
out the week than for the nthel;jzlges. The great majority of
assaults, more than for any othér group (68.5 percent), took
place after dark: 30.4 percent between 8 p.m. and mldmght
37.5 percent between midnight and 4 am.

Most rapes werce deQm the mplst struck qulck’ly and )
was, gone. Almost two-thirds took less than 45 minutes; the
duration was more than an hour for 28.6 percent of thg; vic-
tims as compared with 47 percent for the adolescents. The.
wom4an was attacked in her own home 36 percent O‘f the time
and in an auto 12.4 peant In less than 15 peregnt she had
. gone to or had been taken to the fapist’s home. Fewer than -

7 percentwf the adults, in marked contrast to the adoléscents,
were raped ifi the home of a third party. '
Force was not always dnecth physical: Almost 92 per-

16"* , -
3 .20 o 1

«
0 . . . -y




< . ) ‘ﬁ . . - - .
‘ Ceht\of the w/ctnms wereé subJected to nonphysifal fozce Te.mp- .
- tmg was umd in over 21 percent-of the cases., ver ba] threats

- it 60 percent, and intimidation with an ()b_]e(.t such as.a-
e almost 45 percent of the timd. A weman who has given .
Ay in to threat have no physical™ markg- ‘thus creating

‘doubte in polxc en nd others that she ‘was entirely ‘unwil-
-ling, another ‘source of trauma for rape v1ct1ms Bu#¥ there
- was also plenty of\direct force—over 89 pezcent Sixty-eight
percent were pushed or shoved, almost 16 ﬁégkent were nén-
brutally‘beaten almost 28 percent were bxutally bedten, and

about 17 percent were choked . 3
~In regaj'd io sexualgmets, ()Vel 95 pencent })f the incidents
involved intercourse. EX t for tOIl(“lﬁ},’ and garessing (13.

percent), ‘other sextUal acts occurred less frequently, the most
‘common. ones bemg fellatlo in9.3 pexcent and cumulmgus m 6

percentyof the cases. . ~ T
O Adult vietims, re;than dny other gr oup, were dssaulted
.by strangets. Qver 20 p‘ercent. were raped by total stra,ngers“ -

. " dlmost’ 11 #pereentzby reladive strarigers, about. 18 percent by
) casual acﬁuamtzmcgs, -and only 12 percent by a friend. T
extended famlly rﬁ'ember Jin contrast to child molestation, was
the r#pist in a mere 2.5 percent of the euses and-was close
to t vietim’s age. Tht g/eat majority of casese(74 percent)
v were raped by someone within 10 years of the Jictim’s age.
Similar to the other age categone\ the great maJorlty of .
. rapes were by membérs of 'the same race. 78 percent; but
interracial rape did occur in 22 percent of the cases, usually
white victims, black offenders. Only_five victims had had pre-
vious consenting relations with the ripist.

Research into a‘* social problem., particula if it is
highly charged emotionally and surrounded with legends, is
valuable no matter whether the findings_reinforce the stereo-
types or refute them. The aduit: rape was close to the ‘stereo- -
type, but there were significant éxceptions. The rapes were
.not primgrily- mtexracldl. and they did net often occur out-
doors. v '

Because they were more often brutalized during the at-
tack, the adult rape victims were more likely than the others
to show immediate strong emotional reactions, p'utlcularly
fear. Thus. terror, backed up by force or threat, was perhags
the majcyactor in determining thv woman’s response, Twu:

d

A

o«

+ as many gdults as adolescents (35.5 percent to 71.4) reported
that their major fear (hiring the rape was of being killed.)
Accordingly. although most protested, few resisted ph\"HCd”f
_(only 19.5 percent).

- Philadelphia General Hospjtal ¢ )11(‘(t(’(1 me(hcﬁ évwiqﬁce
of force and penetration on the entire sample of 1,401 for-
use by the police and the courts’ Although much of the Anfor-
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mation- revealed little eVidence, spme of the data, were strik-
ing. Fof the majority, there was_clear evidence of assault—
over half showed} evidence -of -spermatozoa.j (This contrasts
with the CRC's" experience with the offende rs which revealed
” several- impotent rapists.) The most comn{on injuries were?”
facial (17.4 befcent)othersSygfuded scratches and ‘bruises.
Some victims-fequired hospitalization. Still,) most women who -
reported.did not fit the pigture 6f attered angd blobdy victims

}, portrayed in the pop.ular%ress. SR o
: o » A R

N
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‘Reactions to Rapg .-~ . = .

i Almagt _all, adult, victims were lelix)drsu'ly affec'tec‘l‘b)‘/ the .
* rape. These. effects tended to vary with age. oL '
- . .A young adult i§ forming intimate, peisonal relation- *
ships, including sexual ones. A rape will pften have a shatter-
,.ing'effeétfoﬁ herf;personal stability and adjustment. Some"
omen are ,b'uildi,r/lg families, carcers. oy both. Demands at
his stage pre very great. How did the 1'ape\nﬂ'ect'. their homes, =

. their_caréers, their - ¢hildren, their,sex partners. their sex
lives; and the way the neighbors and edwhrkors regard them?
The CRC data showed that their reaetions and what they per-
ceived as_the reactions of others ‘made some of these women
less effective at home or at work. - o -

.., Older women_ Were less concerned with sedual or domes-
tic" conflicts' than with injury. They were more often hurt or
"incapacitated. Younger womén might .worry about the sup-
port they might get frem the people.with whom they lived.

_«Older women did not always have the sup'pql't of anyone to ’
get_through post-rape trauma. They were alone and they
were afraid that it would happen agajn. . o,

Women who had been. exposed. to strong force sought

meekical help, Only about one-fifth thought about”keeping the .

rape a tatal secret, although.(me—h:xlf of the yonxn want,ea to
e
s

" keep it from someone, mostly from parents, espegially mothers. .
" ;. But this unwHlingness 4o confide often hed causes other
. than modesty or desipe not to burden loved ones. This became
apparent in the -psychiatric examination after the rape. The
_sexual pattern had Heen affected. Two weeks after the rape,
bver (lne~third had Ret renewed sexual relations with their
partners and were relugtant to start again. Many had less
desire for intercourse and 31 percent had no interesg at all.
In over 44 percent of.tha cases. the victims rppor,fed new
sexual conflicts. They had been aggressvely attacked. their
personal feelings of privacy, dignity. tyust. and inviolability
bad been harshly invaded and undermined, and they woulij
be very cardful about being open and vulneryble again.
.- (These ~data shed light ‘spe(-i‘ﬁ(‘-ally on the common \stereO—
18 ‘ “y, ' g
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types that “she—“must ha’{/e en_]oyed it,” or “most wo@n_
secretly want it.”) »

. They' lived new, in a world much moté full of Jhreat, .
Many, almost 61 percent no 1onge1 felt safe at home; and for

" over three- -Quavrters of these the feelings wera a dnrect result
-of the rape.. Forty- fotr percenf intended to move, and often
they moveﬁ)bgmporarll‘y to the hame of a friend or relative.

- Three-quarters feared retaliation or bsmg raped again.
The gdult victims shpwed the mosth stress Jn déscribing the :.
rape=—a sugmﬁcant comment on the mature of adult rape. .
»*  Anger, rage, shame, and fear profoundly ‘influeniced re-.
covery, Dlswrbances in eating and sleeping were 1mmed1at§
‘but faded.in time; nightmares stayed longer. ‘Some women -

. were«stlll ‘anxious about security in their -own homes 1 year . -
later. Anger was oftén expressed towaxd men m neral, but 1t
.could not’ always'ﬁnd an outlet and was tuined+i watd.
had they done to cause the rape’ Shame tended to further
compoun (dfrstress because it often’ kept the womarri from; .cony..
ﬁdmg\fn‘l with those whp might have helped her.

. The CRC found that the postrapevadjustments of the vic-.
timg ten,dgd to fall into two groups, depending on the .person-
‘ahtles and t;he degrees of maturity and adjusyment of the
' women pripr Yo the rape. The group that had had fairly well-in-
tegrated lifestyles and persondhtxe’s béforehand required only
mininfal support to readjust. Those who had had trouble be- ~
fore ound the old unresolved gmblemq alive and active again, .
‘soRfetimes in aggravated form, hindering” the ‘readjustment.
Thid group needed more indepth coungseling and thexa,py For
somey the traum/mlght never end.

Secial ]Reactions o v } .

Support System Reé;')onse

. We arge all intimately and (lependently meshed in a tight.

web of relationships that.should support us. Toe a large extept, -
hﬁ responges of pegple, who directly affect our lives help

determine Qur self-images, our mterpretdtlon of events, and
our abilities to. face crises. This i partxcularly true of vie-
tims in the post-rape period. Unfortunately, family and friends. . -
" tend,;as do most people, to respond to the conventional concept

/\of‘rape, particularly when reinforcedby physicians and po--

~" licemen. Womeh in the CRC study repeatedly reported criti-
cism or 4 lack of understanding. ,
¢ . To children, the responses uf parents, particularly the
\mother, are of primary importance. In fact, if a child anti-
cipates a negative response from her mother, she may ‘kgep
the rape secret, especially if she is asked io by that other

6 . T~ : . . 19
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authotity figure, the rapist. If the mother is confused and torn,
the child is-even more so. If the mothet tries'to protect the
‘offender, the.child may feel very isalated and vulnerable and
-as guilty ‘as if ‘the whole affair. were somehow her fault. The - »
most acute problems oc yrred when the rapiat was the father ..
or & clgse fgmily member. . | /. o
. There”s less. confuliyn if tHe offender is outside the
family and tthMiky unites behind a commen enemy. Many
sparents in the Study decided £o protect.thg-child, and thought, -
i .would .babetter if-she forgot-all about it, did npt -takk
about it. But the children who spoke’to the: spcial workers
had ndt, forgotten. They felt -unprotegted and -rejected.
Parents should respond to the rape as they would to any- as -
sault on their child, ’ . DR o
- -What the child.ngeded, the CRC®%onciuded, was coneqrn,,
reasgurénce, and’steps ta see that sh¢ would not be exposed /.~
agaim _’_I‘h‘s' does not mean, however, anxiety and (ﬁ&rpi’bte’c- .
‘tion, which could leave'her fedling guilty and confused about. -
what she had -done wrdng. The little girl shauld,.if possible,
come to think that neither she nox anythimg importart % her
pre-rape world has changed. Everyday routines should be con: * ) \
tinued, except thosg“t}gat might lcave her vulnerable to gt—" ’
tack. . - »

What were the actual feelings of the parents? Of 66 fami- .
. lies examined by CRC psychiatrists; over 77 percent felt direct :
sympathy for the child 'victim, almost 82 percent felt anger
toward the rapist, and 53 percent felt guilty becausé. they had
not .protected her well. Yet, about 21 percent felt shame or
famijly disgrace, and 24 percent direct&d their anger toward
the ‘child. ‘ '

. The CRC discovered that anger, prgperly directed, can be
‘béneficial in post-rape adjustment of imost all the victims.
.With children, it should be directed by the parents at the
. rapist and the -contributing ecircumstances. Dirceéted toward
the child, anger will almost. always have a crippling effect,
preventing her from saying what she feels and-perhaps ex- :
posing her to further attack. . : : N

The child ‘eeds to speak, to tell xomeone who is sympa-
thetic and Supportive all about’ the incident and how she
feels. Onlpg. if the parents give sympathy and support will
‘s'he be able to bring up her questions and feelings. The
“parents can then discuss the event interms she can under-
stand and give her a perspective that will prevent repercu$-
sions. During the followup visits, CRC discovered that in
almost half the cases the child had. not tried to discuss the 'ﬂg’
rape. Clinical experience has shown.that repression can lead A
to later problems. .

The adolescept"s family faces a different sct of pgblems_s.

\
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\The girl has startagd to assert her ‘lut(momy and is Ioosemng
the conneétjon to her parents; relations can easily beeome
estranged, The family is concerned with the girl’s health,
with the company she kegps; th) :re worried about embar-
‘rassment, the reactions of othersZand loss of control over-her.

*Brothers and sisters can be supportive and reassuring or can
tease and shame the girl untit she feels isolated. , ]

. The adolescent, girls who came to the CRC, were ‘often -

“afraid” to %ell the parent(s), either—because of a pel( ed .~
]d(k of unc Ols[«m(llllg and communication or a fear of amg

pums}xmem If the victim had violated orders and gone =,
— \omewhere she should not have—which was often the case—v—z
the parent (s) wanted to know why. The# felt torn between
anger toward, and sympathy for, the (]dughter. angd. questlon
ing from the police usaally led to ‘'more anger.

The reaetions of the adolescent girl toward her . famll'y
were ambivalent, sensitive, and under stress’ At the fifs
home visit, over 20 percend said that relations had worsene
In subsequent interviews, many complained that p@cent}s kept
blaming - them. talking about the rape, -and restricting the,
girl’s social .mnmes Sueh adoleseents could .easily rebel and-

' bredk away. develop. behavior problems, or become’ delmquent ¢
On the other hand. ¢he smothering embrace of an overprotec
tive (l‘rml\ if the girl accepted_it, conlth make. it difficult for:
her to become independe nt or to establish a sﬁparate life and
acquaintances outside the! family. i

The adolescent had z wider network of friends and pegx;sf’
outside the family than the child and was more sensitive to
their responses. Some acquaintanees might also be the offen-

" der’s friends who could apply pressure on hex to keep quiet.
At the first visit. over 68 percent of the victims said they
had not told their female friends about the rape; only 9
percent had told their male friends. Support cannot com(g‘
from peosple who do not know or would be unsympathoticﬁbi
ward the problem, tending to intensify feelings of mnlatron" .
and alienation. Over 18 percent of adolescents, in contrast’
to 14 percent of adults and children, reported that no one
had given them support 4?;1 the rape.-
A particularly nasty situation developed when the Vl(.tlm s} ;
friends were also friends of the offender. Sometimes taunting, |
teasing, or threats caused her to be truant, to transfer to .
another school, or to drop out altogether. If she had been
set up for the rape by some girlfriehds, she might /be con-
fused, In desperation she might decide to hec’me one’of them
to join the gang. On the other hand, she might feel betrayed. -«
and retreat to her family. Isolation and bitterness could come '
-t to dnminutg and affect the rest of her life

Adult tietims were also concerned about the opinions of
O X e
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others; egen though t‘ﬂéy generally possess’ more sglf-assur-
ance than adolescent victims. Adults'did pot want their par-
ents to know, 28 percent bedause of embarrassthent or shame,
others to avoid upsefting ‘them. The young. adult, Jike the
teenager, sometimes feared her parents would begin to re-
. 4

assert controk and to threaten her independence. ;

* ¢ Adult victims; having outgrown their childhood setting,
were most affected by the-responses of close friends, pgf?
ticularly husbands or’ boyfriends. Almost half told tHeir
female friends about it and over one-quarter told: their male
friends? Again, it was vital thaf _fiepds be” supportive. The
CRC cgpcluded that the presence of even one closey friénd
who ed the victim to .pour it all out and supported her
was a great help in positive adjustment. But if friends were
insensitive or eritical, they could aggravate her"doubts and
guilt about her own role in tKe rape and hinde\r hex adjust-:
ments. . ) '/ 1. :

In sum, the importance of the reactiors of those close to
the-victim should not be mdél‘estimat'eg‘;'eVén for adults. The \
‘most im}nortant .aré thos&.with wholn she was ‘most intimate,
If they ichanged toward her. she would -have trouble fovér-

coming her anxieties and forming new close relationships.

. . e o

“

Medical Respon§e

A rape victim needs good and promipt medical attention
to determine-injury and treatment and, if she reports the
crime. to poliCe, to provide .a record that can be used in legal
proceedings. She faces this intimate examination, and the
intimate questions-oon after the experience of the rape itself
when she is still shaky and sensitive. The effects of this
_medical ordeal are very important: A good medical experiernce
may bolster her for whatever follows. . A

At PGH, a regular protocol was developed to hélp the
women through the process with less confusion and rejection
than had previously occurred. After admission, the victim
was taken to a cubicle to wait fér examination by the nurse
and the OB'GYN resident. During the waiting, either the
‘nhurse or a volunteer from Women Organized Againg} Rape
was there to comfort her and provide information. When
the resident came,~he examined her for injury and venereal
disease and collected evidence. X'he remainder of his care
consisted of medication and followup. When the resident
finished, he left. The nurse completed the instructions and
released the patient. Except for special care for unusual
cases and later GYN checkup, the medical response was
finishied. The medical forms served as valid medical testimony
in court. '

'
) - [}
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The victints generally rated the services at PGH as good.
But many thought it unpleasant, the worst bemg the un-

sympathetic, overly professional doctor.: The resident doctors, .

were busy and, having found little or no obvious injury, may
‘have resented being called. Adult victims. were often ‘with-

drawn, showing llt}ﬂe apparent emotion, and this may have
reinforced this Jm ression, Trivial thingsy unnoticed by the

- staff, matter: to*the- victim. For instance, the victims con-

sidered . .the waiting \tlme to be much longer than it actually
was, indicating the s%‘esq they were 'under.: Slmﬂtrly, slights

- or apparent lack of support became very important, such as
‘the resident exammmg her- pelvic area, and ndt bding con-

cerned about her emotlonal state. Thus of those scheduled for

The children, on the other hand, had their own emergency
room, in a dlﬂ“erent area away from the other emergency

‘a followup at the CIIIFC, ohly about 40 percent return -

patients who tended to erowd in during the same evening-and
-night hours as did* the majority of rape vietims. They also .

had pediatricians, physicians who are™ tramed Jto treat the
entire child and her feelings. The children” and.theu' parents
gave more favorable: reports about the care they receiVed;
than did the rest of the victims.

/The medical examination may be the snmplest procedurelv_
the victim undergoes: The cost of improving facilities and :

.""",staﬁ' and providing-treatment for the victim whith is less
'stereotyped more supporting, should not. be great especially -

-however adequate medlccllly, that does not value md1v1duallty -

in view of what it would mean to the victims. Treatment,

B}

and sensitivities may regult in the vietim’s .failure to obtain.

followup treatmb‘ht lowering of self-esteem, and withdrawal -

from socletg ’

IS

“ i,
3

Criminal Justice Response

The c¢riminal Juqtlce system Js that institution in our
society with. which the rape victim may have the 'iongest

. association, particularly if she is believed and the rapist is_

~ workings of the system thr'ough’trlal for 25 cases, inter
many of those involved, and described in considerable deétail -
the interactions and. the realities of yvhdt these women faged .

‘arrested. Months after she has finished with the medical
treatment and has madk adjustments in personal relations -

ships, she may still face ‘having her wounds reopened in a

public trial. The response of the criminal justice dystem, and N

the ' successive crises ‘of this long-term mvolvement may

determine her ultimate adjustment.
The CRC collected interview data on the victims’ per- .

addition, a Court Observer, ‘Anne Lawrence, follotked the -,

ceptions of the responses of the police and the cogewln
ed
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‘The police officer who respended to the call was not only
the victim’s first contact with the criminal justice system,
but he was often the first person she saw after the rape. His

" attitude was therefore very important. CRC discovered that

the *individyal policemen‘_and detectives who became in-.

volved—their persohalities and personal qualities,\their philo-

~ sophies about womeén and rape, and their competence—in-
fluenced both case outcome and personal adjustment,

" The policeman called should respond quickly if he is to
cateh the offender and if he is tq get medical help for the
vietim. In the study; most of them (Ii(Lrespond quickly: Over
half of 473 cases arrived in less than 6.minutes from the time
‘of call, and 77 percent were there \Viﬁ)—jh 10 minutes. If the
policeman delays, it may be because he knows the rapist ‘is
gone, particularly if the woman delaydd calling him. This
response, however, does not help her medjcally or. emotionally,
and she will be aware that her. personal feelings and condition
were subordinate. ‘ s

When the policeman came, he collected evidence of crime,
tried to catch the criminal, and took a preliminary state-
ment. Then, instead of taking the victim directly to.the hos-
pital, in half of the instances-he took her to the police station
(378 of 762 victims responding). To obtain a more complete
statement was the usual reason given, but apparently there
were other reasons, including a police evaluation of the
oman's credibility- and sometimes an attempt to discourage
her. from pressing charges. The delays. were at least as long
as for those waiting for care at.the PGH, often longer. Halfr
of those taken to the police station spent 1 to 2 hours, 15"
percent spent 2 to 3 hours, and over 14 percent spent over 8-
hours waiting. : o

The>eontinuing interest of the detective depends on-
whether he believes the case credible or contai’nir’\g enough
evidence to justify apprehension-and trial. This is the defini-
tion of a “founded” case. The detective brings his own atti-

_tudes and abilities - to this procéss: For instance, "Anne

Lawrence concluded, "It is the opinion of the observer that
the race of the victim can play‘an enormous role in the
:decision to found or to unfound cases.” As one detective
.ca,ndi’dly’ stated, “Rape doesn’t bother Negro women as much
_as+it does white.” ) : .

She also coneluded that class as well as race makes a
difference in.that rape involving middle-class victims brings
almost automatic belief and strong action on the part of the
police: : ,

"~ About 19 percent (151) of the victims said that the
police had pressured them not to press,charges. In over 44
percent of these casegs, the police Sought the woman lied;

-
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prove in cpurt.

In the opiniong,of the gbcial workers who had interviewed
~them, less than 1t perce’(t of the women had made. false
reports.

Generally, the Mctlmq rated the officers whd answered

15
in over one- quarter, they)?nd the ' cases would be hard to

N

the first call'very highly—3.4 on a scale of 1 to 4. (Adolescents.

rated them' lower than the,others.) The detectives who inter-
viewed them after the medical treatment and-who followed
those cases that. mlght lead to trial, however, recéived lower
ratings—2.85.

The CRC requested further information from’ the police -

department on the. disposition of each of the 1,401 rape
cases. Of the 1,203 that could be located, about 27 percent
were_ judged to be uhfounded for the charge of rape (see Ap-
dendix ). Thus, the police did not believe many of the women,
In addition, the women were seldom told when the charges
were officially *‘un xunded ” but they knew from the ex-
pressed attitudes of he polide. If women had no understand-
ing. or mstltutlonahzed'"‘outlet for distress from the lack of

justice, they tended, the CRC found, to turn their anger in-

.ward as guilt and took longer to deust
Police response i not always negativé. “In most lape

r”

~

cases,” says Anne Lawrence, “the victim Has more personal.

contact” with the asglgned detective than with any other

person in the criminal justice' system.” If the case is”

“founded,” the victim and. her detective may become very
close in the long processes leading to, and ,including, the
trial. More than any other person. the detectnve begins to
personify the crffinal justice. system; and if he gives her

support, her attitudes will be quite positive. When the detec- '

tives stayed throughout the trial, the ovewall ratings of atti-
tudes and treatment rose to 3.3 on a seale of 1 to 4. In one
case involving five victims and a single rapist, the detective
became deeply involved. stayed with the victims every day
during the trial, and amused them with stories. At the end,
thely were so appreciative that they threw a large party for
him and his partner. .

The police behavior is not the only 1mportdnt factor de-
termining the psychological response of the victim todthe
whole proceedings: The seriousness with which the dase is
treated at all later stages is also a significant factor. THe vic-

- tim will need all the support she can get during the \egal
process. A victim generally does
become involved. She has the illukion that the defendant is
on trial and that she will"be vindicated. But the defendant
has a lawyer:; the victim does not. Instead she has an over-
worked and often underprepared

ot know in what she “has:

agsistant district attorney.
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who is there to prosecute the case for the State thh her as a’

witness. She may have-to sit for contmuance 'after continu- . °

‘ance, -even  at the preliminary hearing stage. The audience
may contain unemployed men who are there for the show, -
or high school classes there to see how justice works. After
being 80 ingensitively exposed, sonte victims do not return to
testify. Says the Court Observer, “We have also seen waiting
.witnesses- vomit or faint while watching.others being :put
through the ordeal of testifying.” °

She may not only have to go Qhrough the most intimate
details of the rape in public, but be in an atmosphere full of
interruptions. She must not only relive the event, but see the
offender before her. She seldom understands the legal argy-
~ments, j|and the uneducated victim may have trouble with the
‘quegtions. On the witness stand, she an easily be trapped -
and intimidated, In one case, two young mothers had been
"raped and- beate‘x by a notorious motorcycle gang.-At the pre-
liminary hearing, two gang members sat in the audience and
made obscene and thréatening remarks.” Other members
prowled in the corridor outside, The children of one of the
mothers were threatened. No wonder the victims broke down
_and the case had to be dismissed. Educated and determi d
women have a' distincet advantage: They are more articula
they are more often beheveg but in the study most women
victims were poor and black. . e ‘

The foregoing applies mostly to adult victims. The pollce
response to child victims was ofte to ignore the charge if
there was no evidence of injury, partlculazly if the offender
. wasa member of the family. . -

Since adolescent rape often takes place in social situa-
tions, or when da—sdbeylng authority. the adolescent story is
frequently doubted. Mor€ pressure was put on adolescents to
drop the charge than on the other groups. In general, adoles-
¢ents rated their treatment ‘by police and detectives much
lower than the children or adults did. The CRC fpund that
this treatment of adolescentg at such a vulnerable time in
their development resulted ih estrangement from adults, feel-
ings that no one understood them, and maladjgsztment that
‘may last ,p lifetime.

«\ .

A
Stereotypes-of‘Rape SR

prevalent [myth] is the ai%umptlon thdt once a woman has
consented to one man, she will thereafter consent to many:
yes to one is yes to all.”
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Another myth uded to dlscredlt testlmony is that women )

' like to be raped, they find submission to a strong man excit-
ing.in their htphdrum lives' no matter what they may claim.
- Lawrence fourid that lawyers would ask questions like “Didn’t
you really fike it?” “Didn’t you have a climax?”
“ Attorneys also argued a variety of minor stereotypes
that rapists only ‘assault pretty women, and that unattractijve

“women having a weak self- 1mag=e\would be willing to concoct.

a rape charge to get attention. They consistently played upon

" middle-class. conservative biases. For example, all young o

ties were romiscuous—ergo, rape could hardly occur among

such people. They argued that women were naturally Splteful
“and that rape charges therefore were fabricated for revenge.

A major dine of argument was that ordinary women con-

gistently act in certain ways, and, if the victim did not, then

she was either lying or had consented or was somehow ab-

, normal. For instance, a “normal” woman would get hysterjcal

if attacked. If she did not (and many were. cowed by tefror

or shock), consent was implied. Yet, if she did get hysterical,

_then her testimony, including her identification of the rapist,

women Yng the “permissiye” days of the sixties and seven-

could not be trusted. Says the 'Coux't Observer, ' ne

* The stereotypes which are seen in rape cases mVan )ly portray a
woman’ as degraded, oppressed, dependent, and victimized They eithéer
desire assault and humiliation, ard spiteful, or desperately in need of

attention; they lose all control under threat and are thereby reduced .

bo bebblihg idiots. L

What could be more damagingf to se}}‘-image and to the

long slow process of rebuilding lives and attitudes? ‘‘Many

" women emerge from the experience of testifying with' their

feelings of strength and self-reliance. all but eradicatad.” /

These stereotypes are not peculiar to Tape trials. Lawyers

use them.because ‘they are common currency and can some-

times be exchanged with juries for verdicts of. innocent. The

victim confronts them especially during-the first few days

following the attack when she .most needs help, then durlng
the legal process, and throughout h/er flfetlme ‘

T o w/—
Conclusuon < ”‘(

- The prlmary purpose of the CRC $ Assault Victim Stud\y
was to study the impact of the rape and its sequelae on.the .
victim and th‘ereby to provide knowledge on that subject. One

~ of its long: -range, practioal effects may be to counter myths
and stereotypes

Rape is assault, a form of subjecting one person to the
will of another, usually through force or threat. It is not
consensual. The great majority of rapes are not ?yraclal

- {
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Most take piace 1ndbors No one age is 1nv101ate Although
force i is usually implied and very often used, pa;f:ncularly with
“~adult women, the battered, VIctlm beloved of tabloids, is not °
' the norm. . ;'
Ratp.has different characterlstncs in dlﬁ'erént age groups f
The ohild’is molested in her own home by someone she knows £
"and probablyi-trusts. The adolescent is vulnetrable .t rape
because of her search for new exper;ences ‘and friends and the
expansion off her social ljfe; she is most often subjected to
group. rape, The adult*a so is raped in her own home, by
strangers. Intercourse oecurs :in most cases ‘and she is sub-
jected to the greatest v1olence None -of these facts smoothly
ts the stereotypes. - 7
* The CRC has conﬂderable ev1dence yet to be analyzed,
from interviews and psychiatric examinations, but these data
indicate that the long-term effects of: the rape may be more .
important than the immediate ones. Thns is partlcularly sig- ¢
nificant because the:victim may seem to have no reactxon
durmg ‘the immediate post-rape period, and the lmpact may
therefore be discounted. But she#may suffer e\ ch feehngs
- as, severe anx1ety, guilt, depression, _mablhty be inde- -
pefdent, insecurity, and revulsion toward men. he needs a“
great deal of support igimediately after the r and there-
after; even one sympathdtic person 4t a cru¢ial tfime for that
victim may make a sidable’ dlﬂ"erence in her adJustment
Stereotype respenses: shame may keep her from gettihg
this support. from f;lrg Ly and friends. Unfortunately, the
1nst1tutlonahzed forms’/6f help and support, ﬁ’lediCal and
legal,. were usually perteived to be caught up in their own
priorities and not very. giving. THere were exXceptions, and
these were 1mporfant for exemplifying what could be achieved
without much change. The woman should simply be regarded
.as a perso‘h rather than as a case or a set of organs, and it ‘
must be understood that the impact on-her of fhe events,
and ‘hér feélings, are as relevant as the objective facts. Thus
the Phnladelphna Assault Vict?m Study has started the valu-
able process of demystnfylng the meamng of rape and its
multnmceted lmpact on the victim. -

.
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Appendix

& _  Summary of Rape Case Disposition in Philadelphia =" -~
C .Criminpl Justice System (Estimate) '

: ) o Stage - ]

-’ _ Percen t of Cases R'eachi‘ny"

. P v ‘ - Each Stage " :
* Report of Rape to the Emergency Room . = Vv "100.0
(Not all cases will be reported). ;e 100.0

Founded Cases La eled “Rape” or ‘“Attempted Rape” 58.8 -
° by the Police. The e are those cases which the pohce,
believe énd which |fit the legal definition of rape? or
attempted: rape. -Those cases where the police d} ot
believe a crime was committed or think there is not .
sufficient evidence to go.to court are often unfounded.
- “Unfounded” means no further police investigation
occurs. In other cases the victim Jmay decide to retract
- her charge, the police may not record the complaint or
they may label it as a crime other than rape (e.g.,,
“assault). , N .

Cases Cleared by Ariest. (i.e., where one of more , 39.5
assailants have been arrested) (74 percent.of fournded
cases were cleared by arrest.)?

Cases Prosécuted in the Adult Justice System. (Ap- 25.6,
proximately 85 percent of the cases go to the J uvénile/ -+ -
Family Court ) a - .

Cases Completmg a Preliminary Hearmg and Held 19.6
Over for Trial. (Some cases do not make it to’
preliminary hearing because charges are dropped or .
defendants or victims do not show up for.the hearing.
- A case is held over for trial if there'is enough evidence
. to support thé charge and to identify the defendant.)*
Jury trials are held for 22.8 percent of these and bench

-5 trialg (Judge only) for 41.1 percent.

Cases Where the -Offender Was Found Guilty on at 106
Least One Charge. (54 percent of those held for.
" trial.) (Cases.may not make it to trial if the charges

are not pre§sed—17.5 percent not pressed.) Of those
guilty 19.1 percent are the‘result of guilty pleas.*

Cases Where the Offender Was Found Guilty of ﬂape. 6.6
'(62.6 percent of those found guilty of some charge.)* . °

-
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Cases Where the Offender Was Found Guilty of Rape 5.4
and S}ntenced to Confinement in Jail or Prison. (80 9 - :
percent -of those guilty of rape. )‘ .

Cases Where the Offender Was Found Guzlty. of Rape: - 3.8

and Was Sentenced to More Than 2 Years of Confine-

ment in Jail or Pnson (71.1 percent of those sentenced
to Jall ) ‘ o . .

* These statistics are based on a ‘study of rape case disposition in '

Philadelphla conducted by the Center for Rape Concern: The disposition - .
* 'of: cases for a total sample of 1,401 victims who reported rape to the

police and were brought to Phxladelphxa\General Hospitals (April 1973
to June 1975) was used as a basis for these figures, This research was
supported by NIMH Grant No. 21304; the PGH Research Fund; and

‘Mr. Thomas McCahill, Research Crxmmologxst

- ’A person commits a felony of the first degree when he" engages in
sexual intercourse with another person- not hls gpouse:

1. by forcible compulsion o
2. by threat of forcible compulsion that would pre\Vent‘ resistance by a

& person of reasonable resolution - .. .

3. who is unconscious, or ° ‘
4. who'is so mentally deranged or deficient that sugh person is incApable

of conseht (18 C.P.S.A. 3121) . ;
i Philadelphla Police Department Statistical Ronrt 1970 1971, 1972,
1973. . & L
4 Annual Report of the Ph)ladelphxa Common Pleas and Mumc:pal
Courts, 1975.
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: fulﬂlment of Grant No. 21304 Unpubllshed ninnuscrlpt Center for

Rape Concern 1976 .

Peters, JJ. ; Meyer, LC ; a Flnnagan K. Soclnl nng psychiatric date.
on Phlladelphla rapesvicti In: Chappell, D.; Monzhan, J.; and.

Gels, ., eds Rapt A Cnttcal Au!holoyy New York Columbxa Uni-
" versity Press, in press. - \-
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results with out-patient group psychotherapy. In: ;: oceedings of the .



